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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 121079 
ORIGIN EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO SSO-OO L-03 H-01 SS-15 
INR-07 INRE-00 /040 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/TCA/MA:JAPURNELL:EW 
APPROVED BY EB/TCA:JWBILLER 
EB/TCA/MA:RKBANK 
ARA/CEN :MPLATT (PHONE) 

ARA/ECP:DTAHER (SUBS) 

252213Z 045170/62 

O 252151Z MAY 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 121079 

STADIS ///////////////////////////////// 


E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS:EWWT, GT 

SUBJECT: SHIPPING DISPUTE 

REF: A) GUATEMALA 3267, B) SHULER/PLATT TELCON 5/25/77 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT AND THE FMC ARE PLEASED TO LEARN THAT 
THE NEW SHIPPING BILL IS PROGRESSING THROUGH CONGRESS. 
HOWEVER, THE GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE FMC HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED 
BY THE COMMISSIONERS TO PUBLISH FOR COMMENT A PROPOSED 
SECTION 19 ORDER FRIDAY, MAY 27, UNLESS CONGRESSIONAL 
ACTION ON THE BILL HAS BEEN COMPLETED BY THAT DATE. IF 
CONGRESS ACTS BY THEN, THE FMC WOULD BE PREPARED TO WAIT 
A LITTLE LONGER FOR THE PRESIDENT TO SIGN THE BILL INTO 
LAW. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 121079 


2. THE FMC HAS REQUESTED THAT DEPARTMENT ADVISE IT 
FRIDAY MORNING IF CONGRESSIONAL ACTION HAS BEEN COMPLETED. 
IN EVENT CONGRESS HAS NOT VOTED ITS APPROVAL OF BILL, 

FMC WILL HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO DELIVER PROPOSED ORDER TO 
FEDERAL REGISTER, BUT WILL ENDEAVOR TO ENSURE THAT ORDER 
IS NOT ACTUALLY PUBLISHED UNTIL WEDNESDAY, AFTER SECRETARY 
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BLUMENTHAL HAS DEPARTED GUATEMALA. VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 
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